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WOODRIDGE SOCCER ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2020 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 

January 6, 2020 

 
Call to order: An Executive Council Meeting of the Woodridge Soccer Association (WSA) Executive 
Council (also referred to as Board of Directors) was held at 8201 S. Janes Avenue, Woodridge, IL 
60517 on January 6, 2020. The meeting convened at 7:02 pm, Ken Perry presiding, and Al Kikilas, 
Secretary. Roll was called to establish a Quorum. 
 

In attendance:  

 

 
Apologies:            
 
Approval of minutes:  Minutes from the December meeting were motioned for approval by Mrs. 
Sarno and second by Mr. Perry, approved by voice.   
 
1. Old Business 

 
Nothing Significant to Report. 
 

2. New Business 
 
a. Introductions and Goals 

 
Mr. Ritter discussed his vision to improve bylaws and update them due to the last revision 
being in 2011.  2015 bylaws were not approved by the Park District and therefore are not 
valid.  Mr. Ritter stated he would like to see the board to five members and revamp the 
vacant position.  Mr. Ritter explained the Park District vision for the WSA program and 
stated the main vision is in the purpose of the bylaws.  He discussed his expectations for 
the program to continue to grow the program and continue to improve the program. He 
requested the WSA Board, as coaches and parents, to help develop goals and vision to 
improve program.     
 
Mr. Ritter requested the WSA Board members for questions and opinions.  Mr. Kikilas 
asked for the expectations from the Park District with respect to the STORM and WSA 
Board.  Mr. Perry added to the question providing background on the current relationship 
and efforts.  Mr. Ritter stated he desires the STORM to work together with WSA Board and 
the WSA being a feeder system to the STORM.  The goal is the STORM reports to the 
WSA Board to help make decisions and helped with getting Park District employee to 
report the status of STORM. 

Dan Peboontom 
Ken Perry 
Don Ritter 

Al Kikilas 
Lisa Sarno 
Dan Tyson        



Page 2 of 3 
 

Mr. Peboontom discussed the situation with coaches changes and passed decisions made 
outside of the WSA Board. 
 
WSA Board and Park District discussed options to open the lines of communication and 
have a unified front for the WSA Board and STORM.   
 
Mr. Perry discussed the survey question and results coaching training.  Mr. Ritter discussed 
how baseball and basketball coaches do not receive training; however, they are older 
sports that most parents grew up and played the sport.  This is challenging for soccer 
because parents did not grow up playing soccer and do not understand the logistics of the 
sport.  Mr. Perry discussed the current status of training coaches and asked for any ideas 
the Park District.  Mr. Ritter stated this has been an issue in past surveys and does not 
have a simple answer.  Mr. Ritter asked if there is value to ask the local high schools for 
ideas and to discuss practice strategies.  Mr. Perry discussed a desire to have the STORM 
coaches at the coaches meeting.   
 
Mr. Perry asked about the Park District’s philosophy carpool and kid partnering request.  
Specifically, a group of eight kids wanted to be together, and threaten to leave if they are 
not on the same team.  Mr. Ritter discussed the super team mentality and the goal is to 
have a balanced league for the program.  Mr. Peboontom affirmed the current process is 
working and the draft helps balance out the team.   
 
Mr. Kikilas asked about the vision with partnerships and joint programing.  Mr. Ritter stated 
the WSA Board just needs a reason and benefit for the partnership.  Specifically, he would 
rather partner instead of cancelling a program or having less than 4 teams.   
 
Mrs. Sarno discussed her experience as a coach and asked if there was a way to add 
request in the program for coaching.  Mr. Perry discussed potential incentives for coaches, 
such as gym membership or waiving a fee.  Mr. Ritter discussed Plainfield’s incentive for 
coaches they waive an activity fee if you volunteer for coaches or volunteers.  Mr. Ritter 
stated to share the WSA Boards idea with Mr. Peboontom and he will bring it to the Park 
District.   
 

b. Calendar 
 
Calendar finalization will be in February and the WSA Board will use last year’s calendar as 
the starting point.   

 
2. Committee Reports: 

 
a. Park District 
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Mr. Ritter discussed the status of Jefferson Field and the fields would be available 
potentially in the fall of 2020.    
 
Registration email is out and there is $20 difference between early bird registration and 
regular sign up.  WSA Board will need to work on prospective partnerships and 
communications will need to start.  Lemont and Darien are normal partners, but WSA has 
not partnered with Downers Grove and Lisle in a while.  Mr. Perry discussed previous 
experiences with Downers Grove and Lisle.   Seniors, Juniors and Intermediate will have 
partnerships and Micro I and Mirco II will stay inhouse.    
 

b. STORM 
 
Nothing significant to report. 
  

Mr. Kikilas moved for the adjournment of the meeting; the Board having completed its 
discussion of all agenda items; Mr. Perry seconded. Motion was carried by voice vote. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 

 

Alexander Kikilas - Secretary           1/6/2020 


